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Records on the 1914 — 1915 Eruption of Sakurajima Volcano, Japan

Maya YASUI*, Masaki TAKAHASHI*, Kazuhiro ISHIHARA** and Daisuke MIKI **
(Received November 30, 2005)

The 1914-1915 Sakurajima eruption was the largest eruption in the 20% century in Japan. Andesitic magma of about
1.5km®in volume was erupted throughout the eruption. Several documents based on the investigation were published by
Dr. Omori, Dr. Koto and others immediately after the eruption. In order to clarify the eruptive sequence in detail, records
on this eruption including eye-witnessed accounts and photographs at that time have been compiled along time axis.
Summarized table provides information on waxing and waning of the activity and indicates temporal variation in eruptive
style. Whole view of the eruptive sequence is considered as follows. Pumice fall and lava flows were generated from the
fissure vents on the western and the eastern flank of the volcano and pyroclastic cones were formed around the vents
throughout the initial, vigorous, pyroclastic eruption for about several tens hours. After then, generation of lava flows
associated with intense explosions lasted for several weeks on the both side. Thereafter, outflow of lava with intermittent
explosions continued for more than one year on the eastern side. Although frequency and intensity of the explosions are
considered to have decreased with time, it is characteristic that generation of lava was continuous and long-lasting on the

eastern side.
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